2008 EXCAVATIONS AT THE ISLAMIC VILLAGE AT TALL JALUL!

Reem al-Shgour

During the 2008 season, Andrews University
conducted excavations at Tall Jalal and initiated
excavations at the Islamic village located imme-
diately south of Tall Jaltl and 5km west of Mad-
aba, Jordan. The excavations on the tall were
directed by Randall Younker and supervised by
Jennifer Groves. The excavations at the Islamic
village were directed by Reem al-Shqour, Re-
search Associate at the Institute of Archaeology
of Andrews University and doctoral student in
Islamic archaeology at Ghent University, Bel-
gium. Dr Paul Ray served as field archaeologist
and assisted with the planning.

Site Location

Tall Jalal, at 18 acres, is the largest tall site
on the central Jordan plateau (Fig. 1). It also oc-
cupies the highest point in the immediate vicin-
ity of Madaba, making it an imposing feature
on the western side of the Madaba plain. It is
located Skm due east of the town of Madaba and
due west of Queen ‘Alia International Airport.
The site is almost square in plan with a high, flat
acropolis occupying the south-west quadrant. A
number of rocky hills on the tall are suggestive
of badly eroded ruins of ancient buildings. Two
broad depressions in the south-east quadrant of

1. Aerial image of Tall Jalal
[from the east.

I “T'he staff this season consisted of Randall W. Younker
idirector of the Tall Jalol excavations), Reem al-Shgour
idirector of the Jalil Islamic village excavations), Paul
Kay (field archaeologist), Jennifer Groves (supervi-
sor of Field D), Sabal Zaben (field archaeologist) and
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Owen Chestnut (GPS). Scottie Baker, Micah Johnson,
Jody Washburn, T.eo Abrahan, Ledezma Sierra and
Carric Applebury served as square supervisors. Issa
Syrianni was the Department of Antiquilics represen-
Lative.
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the tall indicate the presence of ancient water
systems. The occupation on the tall is dominated
by Bronze and Iron Age ruins, although there is
also some evidence of Islamic activity as indi-
cated by both sherds and vaulted chambers on
the acropolis.

In addition to the ruins on top of the tall,
there is an extensive area of ruins on ifs south-
ern slopes that date from the Roman, Byzan-
tine and early, middle and late Islamic periods,
with a considerable density of material from the
Mamluk period. The ancient village to the south
of the tall covers a surface area of about 30,000
square meters.

Site Identification

One of the challenges that scholars studying
jalll continue to face concerns the actual iden-
tity of Jalal in antiquity. Biblical scholars have
suggested several possibilities for the identity of
Jalal during Bronze and Iron Age times. These
suggestions have included Besor (Josh 20:8), Ja-
haz and even Heshbon (Nu 21). Unfortunately,
no archaeological evidence has been produced
to help settle this matter.

Zabn? suggested that the name Jaltl comes
from the Arabic word jaljul which means luck.
He also suggests that in Aramaic Jjaljul means
the high slope. Unfortunately, he provides no
supporting evidence for this suggestion.

Early Explorers of Jalul

One of the earliest western travelers to men-
tion Jall was the Swiss explorer Johann Burck-
hardt, who rode past the site in 1812%. He wrote
(1822: 365):

“In order to see Medaba, I left the great road
at Heshan, and proceeded in a more eastern di-
rection. At six hours and three quarters, about
one hour distant from the road, 1 saw the ruins of
Djeloul, at a short distance o the east of which,
are the ruined places called El Samek, El Me-
souh, and Om el Aamed™.

Henry Baker Tristram visited the site in 1872,
referring to it by the name Jeljul®. After visiting
Azizah, Tristram rode west until he came to a
site which he described as a “small ruin appar-

ently of a fort and a village™. He referred to the
site as Jeljul and noted that it had previously
been visited by Burckhardt and, later, by Irby
and Mangles.

“Five minutes west of this was a small ruin,
apparently of a fort and a village, which we vis-
ited. called Jeljul (Djellgood of Irby and Man-
gles, or Djeldjoun of Burckhardt)".

Tristram’s reference to Burckhardt’s name
for the site as Djeldjoun is puzzling because, as
noted above, Burckhardt clearly transliterates
the site as Dijeloul, and his Arabic spelling is
identical to the modern Arabic name for the site
today. Irby and Mangles’ reference to Diellgood
is found on p. 371 of their book®.

The next explorer to mention the site was
the English traveler, Charles Montagu Doughty,
who passed by the site in 1886. Doughty lists
the names of some of the ruins he passed by in-
cluding one called Jaljul®.

“The plots of khurbets are mostly small as
hamlets: their rude dry building is fallen down
in few heaps of the common stones. I was so idle
as to write the names of some of them, Khur-
bet Enjahsah, Mehnwwara, el-Hahlih, Me-
haineh, Meddain, Negaes, Libbun, Jeljul, Nel-
nockh, Mehrud, Howihih, Gamereyn (of the two
moons), Harfa (where a Mohammedan shrine
and mosque; anciently it was a church)”.

Unfortunately, Doughty does not provide any
specific information about Jalal proper.

William Foxwell Albright visited Jalol dur-
ing his Transjordan tour of 19337, Albright
(1933: 28) wrote the following:

“The large mound of Jalul, east of Madeba,
with an estimated length of about 200 meters,
yielded numerous sherds of Middle Bonze, Late
Bronze, Early Iron I-T1, Byzantine and early me-
dieval Arabic. The Middle Bronze is particular-
ly well represented on the slopes of the hill. The
top is partly occupied by an Arab cemetery. The
ancient name is unknown. Tt will be seen that the
Middle Bronze occupation in the extreme east
of Palestine was surprisingly dense”.

Nelson Glueck visited the site in 1933 and
not only mentioned the importance of the tall
in the Late Bronze and Iron Ages, but also de-

2. (Zabn 2000: T4-75).
3. (Burckhardt 1822: 365).
4. (Tristram 1873: 118).
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5. (Trby and Mangles 1823).
6. (Doughty 1888: 22).
7. (Albright 1933: 23-31).
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scribed the later Byzantine and Islamic village
to the south® (1934: 5):

VAt Jalul, five kilometers east of Madeba, is
a large mound commanding the surrounding
plains and visible for considerable distances
around. On the top surface and slopes of the
mound, particularly on the northwestern and
western sides, quantities of sherds were found
belonging for the most part to EI I-11, although
some dated from MB and LB Several Nabate-
an sherds were found, one large piece of sigil-
lata ware, and numerous sherds belonging to
the Byzantine and mediaeval Arabic periods.
To the south of the mound lies the modern Ara-
bic village, built over previous Byzantine and
early Arabic settlements. An interesting stone
molding was found built into the western wall
of a large modern building in the village. On it
were carved an altar, a rosette, and a wreath.
The latter two are much like similar decorations
which we found at Kh. Barzah and at Fig. On
the southern slope of the mound, inside a small
ruined stone building, two fragments of a large
stone plaque were found on which a worn floral
design was visible”.

Robert Ibach surveyed Jalal in 1976 for the
Hesban survey® (1987: 3, 13-14). He describes
the site as:

“... @ major site ... on the plain east of Mad-
aba, covering about 17 acres. The mound is ob-
long, measuring about 300 meters east-west and
240 meters north-south. On the south and south-
east sides of the tell, just off the lower slopes,
is abundant ruined architecture including walls
preserved above the door lintels and arches still
intact. Fragments of mud brick may be found on
the surface of the tell; three fragments of human

Jigurines were found by the survey team”.

Iixcavations at Jalul Village

While this was the first excavation in the Is-
lamic village conducted by Andrews University,
there have been at least two previous projects
undertaken by the Department of Antiquities.
‘The first was a survey and excavation directed
by Ibrahim Zabn in 2002.

In his survey of the Islamic village, Zabn
reported a number of old structures dating to
the beginning of the last century. Several of the

buildings had large arches that supported a roof
made of mud, wood and hay -- a technique that
was commonly used throughout Jordan during
the 19th century. The people often constructed
these houses by reusing ancient stones from ar-
chaeological sites, making it difficult to under-
stand the plans and functions of the buildings.

Zabn also reported the presence of a mosque
made of well dressed stones, which also dated
to the beginning of the last century, located on
the south side of the village. Zabn described a
mifirdb built in the south wall, facing Mecca; the
roof and floor were made of concrete, and an
external staircase in the north corner was used
by the imam for the call to prayer.

Zabn described what he thought to be a Ro-
man mausoleum on the north-east side of the
village, being a square structure built of large
ashlars.

The remains of what was thought to be an
older mosque, located just south-east of the
Roman mausoleum, was also described. Zabn
noted the presence of a semi-circular curve in
the south wall, which made him think that this
structure might be a mosque. The remains of the
compound included walls between 0.9 and Im
wide; the length of the north and south walls
was about 17.5m, that of the east wall about
9.1m, and that of the west wall about 9m.

Finally, Zabn reported the remains of a Byz-
antine church located east of the mosque.

The Zabn Excavation in 2002

The excavations of the 2002 season were
concentrated on the north-west side of the vil-
lage. They were divided into Areas A, B, C and
D, in which 40 squares were opened. Excava-
tions were conducted between first September
and 30th December 2002.

The Results

Zabn was able to clarify the layout of two
residential units. The first consists of six rooms
of different sizes and shapes. Each room had a
door, and the floors were made of compact soil
or bedrock. Some floors also served as a ceiling
for lower chambers, creating two storey struc-
tures. The lower levels sometimes consisted of
natural caves or vaulted rooms. The author dated

K. (Glueck 1934: 1-115).

=47.

9. (Thach 1987),



lower caves being used lor storage or 11Vestock.
Khayyat thought that the presence of the khan
sugpested that Jalol may have been one of the
stations on the pilgrimage routes. The pottery
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1.20m thick and are built mostly of relatively
large shaped stones. The size and shaping of the
stones represents a considerable investment by

160, (AL-Khayyat 2004}

11. (Al-Khayyat 2004: 52).


















